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**PRESS RELEASE**

Minister for Culture and Tourism Margaret Hodge visits Find Your Talent music project at Columbia Primary School in Tower Hamlets
Children from Columbia Primary School in Tower Hamlets shared their experiences of a Find Your Talent music project with the Rt Hon Margaret Hodge MP, Minister for Culture and Tourism, and Diana Johnson MP, Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Schools on Tuesday, 9 February.
Find Your Talent, the government’s pilot cultural offer, has been working with children at Columbia Primary School on the ‘Dynamic Changes Project’ which aims to introduce Year 2 pupils to the basics of music making, composition, singing and percussion. Tutors from the Guildhall School of Music and Drama have been working with eight local schools this term and pupils involved from each school will compose a piece of music over six weeks, which they will perform with Guildhall musicians at a concert at Hackney Round Chapel in March.

Managed nationally by the new organisation Creativity, Culture and Education (CCE), the Find Your Talent (www.findyourtalent.org) programme ensures that all children and young people have access to the wide range of quality and sustained cultural experiences they deserve, both in and out of school. Find Your Talent Tower Hamlets is one of the 10 pathfinders selected for the pilot programme.
ENDS
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Notes to Editors:

Find Your Talent (www.findyourtalent.org):

Find Your Talent aims to help children and young people discover new things, to express themselves, to develop a passion and to make the most of their talent – whether it is music, art, film, theatre, dance, digital media, exploring libraries, museums or heritage. Find Your Talent, managed nationally by Creativity, Culture & Education (CCE), is currently being piloted in 10 pathfinder areas across England and offers children and young people regular involvement with arts and culture both in and outside of school. Find Your Talent is jointly funded by the Department for Culture Media and Sport, the Department for Children Schools and Families, Arts Council England, and the Museum, Libraries and Archives Council.
About Find Your Talent in Tower Hamlets:

Tower Hamlets has been selected as one of only 10 Find Your Talent pilot areas in the country and the only one in London. The purpose of the programme in this economically and ethnically diverse London borough is to build on existing arts programmes and links with external cultural organisations such as the Barbican and National Theatre as well as smaller community groups to ensure that all children and young people have the opportunity to participate in creative and cultural activities on a regular basis. Tower Hamlets Find Your Talent has recruited over 80 young people to act as programme champions in the borough helping to develop the provision.
About Creativity, Culture & Education (CCE) (creativitycultureeducation.org):

Creativity, Culture and Education (CCE) is the new national organisation which aims to transform the lives of children and families by harnessing the potential of creative learning and cultural opportunity to enhance their aspirations, achievements and skills. Our vision is for children’s creativity to be encouraged and nurtured in and out of school and for all children to experience and access the diverse range of cultural activity in England because these opportunities can have an enormous impact on their life chances.

CCE delivers the following cultural and creative programmes and initiatives:

· Creative Partnerships – the Government’s flagship creative learning programme: www.creative-partnerships.com 
· Find Your Talent – the Government’s pilot cultural offer for all children and young people: www.findyourtalent.org 
· Shine – the annual celebration of the talent of all children and young people: www.shineweek.co.uk

